
Abingdon Neighbourhood Plan Public Meeting
7pm Thursday 3rd March 2022

Planning the future 
of Abingdon



About Us

Feria Urbanism is an award-
winning planning and design 
studio based in Bournemouth

We have worked on over 20 
neighbourhood plans across the 
country – nine of these have now 
passed referendum

We are also involved in strategic 
planning, city visioning projects, 
public realm projects and small 
site designs



“Make no small plans. They 
have no magic to stir men’s 
blood!”

Daniel Burnham
Chief Planner for Chicago, 1893



“Neighbourhood planning? 
Be bold but don’t be reckless!”

Steve Quartermaine
Government’s Chief Planner, 2011



“Towns and cities have the capability 
of providing something for everybody, 
only because, and only when, they are 
created by everybody” 

Jane Jacobs – journalist, author, activist 1961



What steps are needed to prepare 
a Neighbourhood Development Plan?

1. Defining the neighbourhood area – agreeing the plan boundary
2. Drafting the plan – research, engagement, drafting policy text etc.
3. Formal min. 6-week consultation (Reg. 14) – run by the town council on a draft of the plan
4. Consider revisions and changes – based on the results of the Reg. 14 consultation
5. Submission to Vale of White Horse District Council – once the plan is updated
6. Formal min. 6-week consultation (Reg. 16) – run by the local planning authority
7. Independent examination – to check against the regulations
8. Referendum – final plan is voted upon by local people
9. Plan comes into legal force – if the referendum is won



A Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is being 
prepared for Abingdon

Informal consultation currently being held on three 
sections only of the plan

• Character Areas
• Green Spaces
• The Town Centre

Deadline for comments Friday 4th March 2022

Informal Consultation



Early Work



Early Work



Consultation Responses
• 146 comments from 72 people

The results so far…

Character Areas
11 comments

Green Spaces
74 comments

Town Centre
61 comments



Character Areas

• Abingdon comprises a series of 
connected neighbourhoods with 
distinct identities

• The neighbourhood plan will
enhance these characters and 
reserve local distinctiveness

• We asked people to send us a 
postcard telling us what they 
love about where they live



Character Areas

Received responses from seven 
of the  17 character areas

Appleford Albert Park Caldecott Dunmore

Northcourt South and 
Marina Tithe Farm



Selected Quotes

“This area is special because it is a quiet, green oasis in the middle of 
busy Abingdon. It has a special rural feel - when you turn into Northcourt
Lane you immediately feel like you are in a lane in the countryside.”

“There is a lock which takes you to the other side of the 
river with yet more fields you can walk through, and the 
views are lovely.”

“The Ock is a wildlife haven. We hear owls at night and red 
kites by day. We hear the barking of foxes and small deer. If 
you are lucky you will see the kingfisher or the woodpecker.” 

Northcourt

Tithe Farm 

“Things are drastically changing. The quirky individual old Victorian houses 
which used to surround me are being insensitively renovated to the point of 
being unrecognisable and inappropriate new builds are creeping in.”

Albert Park 

Caldecott

What makes your area special?



Green Spaces

• The steering group identified a series of 
green spaces that are considered 
deserving of protection

• This is because the spaces
• play a recreational value
• have a heritage value
• provide a home for wildlife
• are tranquil
• are beautiful

• We asked for comments on these green 
spaces and any additional green spaces 
that should be protected



Selected Comments

“Isn’t this green space earmarked for an Aldi store?” 

‘These spaces must not put together - they are 
quite different.’

“This is also an old cricket pitch to the west of the football ground. 
The whole of this area should be included in the designation.”

“Immediately to the south contains a scheduled monument and 
roman remains - this should probably be designated for HISTORY.”

“These green spaces should be bracketed together.”

“There is huge potential for additional tree planting & 
wildflower areas if grass were left unmown.”

All green spaces

1 - Land west of 
Wootton Road 

8, 13 and 14 –
Farm Road

33 - Land south of 
Masefield Crescent

27- Barton Fields and 
Abbey Meadows

32 – Land at 
Barrow Field



New Suggestions

1
1 Green space at the north of Welford 

Gardens

2

2 Caldecott Recreation Ground

3 Boreford Road Park

3

4 Tilsley Park

4

5

5 Radley Road Triangle

6

6 Verge along Drayton Road

7 Sherwood Avenue Play Area

7



Town Centre

A series of trends and influences are changing town 
centres around the country.

Therefore, the steering group have generated a series of 
ideas and scenarios for the future of Abingdon town 
centre including:

• Streets and spaces opportunities
• Areas for pedestrian improvements
• Redevelopment opportunities
• Cultural corridor concept
• Improvement of routes to the river



Streets & Spaces Opportunities 
Key Findings

• Should be public access to the 
Old Gaol riverfront - was a 
condition of planning consent.

• Visual impact of town centre 
damaged by grotty 60s buildings

• Some car parking required -
walking into town not always 
possible

• New road bridge is required to 
encourage walking and cycling

• The claim about shopping isn’t 
right - a thriving town centre

• Should be a publicity board for 
town events.



Pedestrian Improvements
Key Findings

1. An access exists here already 
but needs safety improvements

2. Disagreement over whether 
requires pedestrian priority or 3-
way light-controlled junction

3. Stert Street needs pedestrian 
priority & slowed traffic speeds

4. No comments
5. A link exists here however only 

9-5 Mon-Sat & not accessible
6. Active travel trial on bridge 

caused bad traffic in town 
centre

7. No more light pollution along 
The Thames – should not be 
urbanised 



Redevelopment Opportunities
Key Findings

A – Ock Street Businesses
Cars may still need access to 
this site
B –Telephone Exchange
Has already been converted 
to flats
C- Bury Street
Needs more radical change
D – The Charter Complex
Disagreement on what use 
the site needs and whether it 
should be redeveloped



Redevelopment Opportunities 
Key Findings

E – The Old Maltings
No comments
F – Old Abbey House
Should make more use of the 
outdoor pool
G - Upper Reaches
Site needs redevelopment

Additional
“The Net”, Stratton Way – would 

make nice public space
“Coxeters”, Stratton Way/Ock St 

could be sympathetically 
redeveloped



Cultural Corridor Concept 
Key Findings

• Queries how Checker 
Walk can be 
enhanced due to the 
Scheduled Monument 
and Listed Buildings 
nearby

• New pedestrian 
bridge needs to be 
high enough for the 
Salters boats to pass 
beneath



Routes to the River
Key Findings

Route A
• Cyclists' 'contraflow' to East St Helen 

Street dangerous
Route B
• Priority should be given to Thames 

pedestrian crossing
• Proposed footbridge near Wilsham

Road
• More information needed on traffic 

free route between Abingdon & Oxford
Route C
• Welcome Abbey Meadows cycle 

improvements
• Footbridge near Barton Meadows is 

difficult for the less able
• Safe passage into Abingdon from 

Culham would encourage cycling



PLACE Assessment

Local people across Abingdon 
have been assessing their own 
neighbourhoods

Used the following five categories
• Planning
• Landscape
• Architecture
• Culture
• Engineering

This is known as the PLACE 
Assessment



PLACE Assessment

The colour coded map displays the 
results so far. You can zoom in and 
click on the details to read what 
people are saying

This PLACE map is a work in progress

If you live in a part of town where 
there is currently no coverage, we 
want to hear from you – please get in 
touch to help fill in the gaps



Next Steps

1. Review comments on the first three topics

2. Use the findings to draft policy/project content on current 
topics

3. Identify additional topics – likely to include access/movement 
issues, design guidance (based on character area research) 
and site based policies

4. Prepare new content

5. Update the website and invite further comments
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